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                    Abstract


                    To investigate the role of mechanical pressure on cartilage thickness and type II collagen synthesis, and the role of G protein in that process, in vitro organ culture of mandibular cartilage was adopted in this study. A hydraulic pressure-controlled cellular strain unit was used to apply hydrostatic pressurization to explant cultures. The explants were compressed by different pressure values (0 kPa, 100 kPa, and 300 kPa) after pretreatment with or without a selective and direct antagonist (NF023) for the G proteins. After 4, 8 and 12 h of cell culture under each pressure condition, histological sections of the explants were stained with hematoxylin-eosin to investigate the thickness of the cartilage. Immunohistochemical staining was used to observe type II collagen expressions. The results showed that a hydrostatic pressure of 100 kPa significantly reduced the thickness of the proliferative layer in condylar cartilage without affecting the thickness of the transitional layer. Hydrostatic pressures of 100 kPa and 300 kPa significantly enhanced the synthesis of type II collagen. G proteins are involved not only in the proliferation and differentiation of condylar cartilage regulated by prolonged pressure, but also in the process of collagen production in condylar cartilage stimulated by pressure.                    
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